
 

 

 Page 1 of 2 

 

Report  
To:   Mayor and Councillors 

From:  Councillor Fred Haynes 

Date:   June 10, 2015 

Subject: Home Renovation Tax Credits 

 
On behalf of concerns expressed by its residents, Saanich Council has a track record of raising 
its voice to other levels of government. Examples since 2012 include action on climate change, 
labeling of genetically modified organisms (GMOs), and rights to a healthy environment. The 
issue of affordable housing is one of critical growing concern to our residents, the region, and 
across the province and nation. I am pleased to ask my colleagues to consider raising our voice 
on the benefits and need for Home Renovation Tax credits to improve housing affordability. 
 
The Saanich Official Community Plan states the provision of a range of housing types that can 
accommodate people of different ages, incomes, family structures, and physical needs is one of 
the fundamental elements of creating and maintaining a healthy, inclusive, and sustainable 
community. As also recognized in the CRD’s Regional Sustainability Strategy, housing 
affordability will continue to play an important role, not only in the communities’ quality of life, but 
also in its economy, health, and sustainability.  
 
In 2014, the Quebec government announced a new tax credit to encourage home renovations, 
which will boost their housing adaptability and economy. The tax credit applies to renovating a 
kitchen, bathroom, basement, floorings, siding, drainage, and energy efficiency improvements, 
plus, unlike the Ontario Tax Credit, includes plumbing, electrical, windows and roofing. 
Refundable tax credits are implemented to encourage individuals to renovate their principal 
residence, expand it, adapt it to the special needs of a family member or convert it to an inter-
generational home.  
 
Tax credits discourage illegal renovations by requiring receipts, generating more tax revenue for 
government. Homeowners can claim up to 15-20% on renovations worth between $3,000-
$10,000. To qualify, a qualified contractor must complete the work.  
 
WorkSafe BC has implemented stringent and expensive regulations for the removal of asbestos 
in homes. A tax credit would offer an incentive for homeowners to deal with asbestos abatement 
using professionals. 
 
The Victoria Residential Builders Association, the Vancouver Island Construction Association, 
and others have advocated for renovation tax credits. Recent CHMC and BC Senior Advocacy 
reports describe the need for senior housing including new builds and renovations for adaptable 
housing and co-housing that can help seniors stay in their homes. 
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Young people in Canada, BC and Saanich need jobs. Renovations create employment for 
skilled trades and downstream to retail. Camosun College is constructing a new Trades 
Education and Innovation Complex to provide artisans with skilled trade. BC experienced zero 
employment growth in 2013. In Quebec by example, the tax credit is predicted to create jobs in 
every Quebec community by generating up to $3 billion in renovations.  In summary, federal and 
provincial renovation tax credits will: 
 

• Help improve the range of housing types, affordability and housing adaptability. 
• Help create jobs in communities across British Columbia and Canada. 
• Help reduce off-permit renovations and the underground economy. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council endorse the following resolution to the Union of British Columbia Municipalities 
(UBCM) for consideration at the 2015 Convention, and also consider a letter to the Premier of 
British Columbia and to the Minister of Finance, the Minister Responsible for Housing and to 
local Members of Parliament, outlining these same concerns. 
 
 
HOME RENOVATION TAX CREDITS      District of Saanich 
 
WHEREAS the Quebec government has recently announced a new tax credit to encourage 
home renovations and the Official Community Plan of Saanich and of municipalities across 
British Columbia and Canada recognize the importance of home renovations, housing variety, 
affordability and adaptability in their communities’ quality of life, health, sustainability and 
economy; 
 
WHEREAS housing renovations are recognized to help seniors stay at home, help the special 
needs of a family member or convert it to an intergenerational home, to  create skilled 
employment for young people, and the use of refundable tax credits for renovations are known 
to boost energy efficiency, local economies and reduce off-permit renovations: 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that UBCM urge the Province of British Columbia and of 
Canada to create new tax credit programs for consumers to help encourage home renovations. 
 
 
 

 
 
Councillor Fred Haynes 
 


